Mularspodts. 5=
the J66-incher
1 of torgue. Up
supercharger =
3. 62-fnch &
rois, and 4
the right amau
for the supa
miaamted off ih
passenger sid
backed 1o a Kai
trans outlitled m

BY ERIC GEISERT

CURRING




pErcharge
inch

i crank, §.100-inch
ch aluminim pistans Lo gel

jeff romig's trip down nostalgia lane

ver wonder what It means when

you dream about driving or

owning cars? We're not talking
about the typical daydream of cruising
in an open roadster down the coastline
while your boss drones on with his
extended speech about synergy, but
rather the dreams that visit you in the
middle of the night while you are in the
deepest throws of REM.

Some say if your dreams involve driv-
ing, then the vehicle s really an expression
of how you are moving through life.
Recurring dreams sometimes happen
when there is something in your life thar is
unresolved, and its your mind eelling you
to work it out. We're not sure what experts
would say if you dream abour blown
small-blocks or open cockpits, bue like
Sigmund Freud once said: Sometimes a
cigar is just a cigar.

For some, a past memory is a hard 1|1irrl.’.
to ler go. At almost 50 years old, Jeff
Romig, from Three Rivers, Michigan, cn
easily recall the day in 1973 when Larry
Romig, a cousin, offered him his '51
Chevy. Larry had originally bought the car
in Colorado Springs for $300 upon his
return from Viernam in April 1968,
Although the 51 arrived hooked o a chain
and dragged by another car, Larry thoughe
it 4 good starting point for 15-yoar-old Jeff.

Owver the next summer, Jeff used his
$600 in savings w restore the once-green
coupe and ger it on the road. The work
included giving the 216 straight-six engine
a valve job and other engine work while he
banged on the exterior in his high school
auto shop class. He gor a local body shop
tor let him do the sanding on the car before
it was painted bright red, and the interior
was finished off with new door panels, car-
pet, and sear covers from JLC. Whimey.

A true hot rodder’s car is never truly
finished, and Jeffs sill needed some work
(the driver's door would open by iself on
hard righthand rurns). bur it got him by
and he drove it his entire senior year in
high schoal (while dating the woman who
would later become his wike). As with
TSt nﬁl\rl}r\wdh. palrage 5]_1'.\1'1' and |i|‘|‘ in
general sometimes override the need for a
hot rod in the garage, so JefF sold his nde,
and regremed it for vears,

Taken in the early "T0s, this phoio shows Jefl
when he was in high school just after he finished
hat-radding his Chevy, and he couldn't have
draamed the impacd that car would have on his
life three decades later.,

Jeft got on with his life and creared a
successful carcer with Eaton Corporation
{he's currendy a vice president and general
managet of the supercharger and perform-
ance products division of the company’s
automorive group), and began w© dream of
having another 51 Chevy, though this one
would have a few minor adjustments,

Jeff found his current ride a couple of
years ago in Southern California (painted
the same groen as the one he'd been given
in 19517 and soon had it back ac his
house awaiting its transformation from a
doddering old cruiser into a cool red rod.
Mow with a job thar comes with a high
level of responsibility and requirements of
time, Jeff entrusted the rebuild of his
Chevy 1o Classic Automotive Restoration
Specialists (C.ARS.) in Belews Creek,
Morth Carolina. If the C.AR.S, name
sounds familiar, it might be because of the
new reproduction "69 Camaros they
assernble that are produced in conjuncrion
with Hot Roef magazine (with all brand-
new parts, including a freshly stumped "69
Camaro sheetmetal body).

But bevond its foray into building
newlold Camaros, CAR.S, is also an
expert restoration and hot rod—building
facility. Sheermeral fabrication is the com-
pany’s specialoy, but assernbly, trim repair,
paint, and upholstery are all faccrs of the
business, so raking on Jeff’s coupe was no
a problem for the cew.

The stock 115-inch Chevy chassis was
retained, but boxed and then updared with
Eaton Aeroquip braided lines, a Moser
Engineering 12-bole (4.88:1) with an
Earon Posi, and a Mustang IT front suspen-
sion from Farman Fabrications. The [FS
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